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Why Writing 
& 

Why Now



Why writing and why now?

● Increased access to information 

● Complexity of tasks with new technologies

● Rigorous writing standards at a younger age



A literacy journey: oral and written language

Research base



A journey: basic or foundational, 
intermediate, and disciplinary literacy
Research base

Disciplinary 
Literacy 

Intermediate Literacy

Basic or Foundational Literacy 



Writing allows students to show their 
“surface” understanding.
Research base

● Leveraging prior knowledge

● Vocabulary techniques

● Reading comprehension instruction in 
context

● Summarizing



Writing allows students to show their 
“deeper” understanding.
Research base

● Concept mapping

● Discussion and questioning

● Reciprocal teaching 

● Metacognitive strategies



Writing allows students “to make their 
thinking visible.”
Research base



Seeing student writing across the system
Research base



Poll



Messaging and 
Vertical Integration: 
District Strategies



Messaging and Vertical Integration

● Identify and implement high leverage “writing to 
learn” activities 

● Look at individual and cohort data

● Establish a central location for writing

● Tell your literacy story by featuring student success 
stories



“Writing to Learn” Activities

● Leveraging prior knowledge

● Summarizing

● Annotating

● Questioning the text

● Metacognitive strategies



Year-over-Year Data

➔ District

➔ Cohort

➔ Student

What do the cohort data reveal?

 



House qualitative and quantitative data



Tell your literacy story



Which district strategy have you used in the 
past?

Drop in the chat a district strategy you have used in the 
past.

1. Leveraging “Writing to Learn” activities

2. Reviewing year-over-year data

3. Improving how you house your big data 

4. Telling your literacy story



Concrete Strategies for 
Teachers



How do teachers/students use class time?



What are the opportunities to write?

English Language Arts
“During our last class, we discussed the context in which the novel was 
written. How does historical context shape a story?”

History 
Write one idea you remember and one question you still have from our 
last class.

Opening prompts (Bell ringers, warm ups)



What are the opportunities to write?

Think-Puzzle-Explore
● What do you think you know about this topic? 
● What questions or puzzles do you have about this topic? 
● How might you explore your puzzles about this topic?

Practice or student work time



What are the opportunities to write?

“In two sentences, tell me the biggest flaw in the main character’s 
plan.”

“Answer the poll question: What 3/4 factors listed played into post 
WWII reconstruction?”

Checks for Understanding: Quickly identify surface 
understanding



What are the opportunities to write?

Think about what you have learned about the topic we have been 
studying and complete the following sentence stems: 

I used to think... 
Now I think...

Closing



Poll



NoRedInk
Solution



Personalized, High-Interest Content



Standards Alignment



Opportunities to Write to Learn 



Feedback and Assessment



Scalable 
Differentiatio
n

Tips, lessons, and 
exemplars guide 
students through 
composing essays

in all genres



Classroom, School, District Data



Q & A
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