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Our Mission

NoRedInk’s mission is to unlock 
every writer's potential.





Reflection on Practice

● In your classroom, do students identify as "kids who 
are doing a writing assignment" or as "writers"? 

● How would a visitor to your classroom during a 
writing lesson or writing block describe the room?

● When and how often do my students write alongside 
other students?



A Peek into 
Jimmy’s 

Classroom







Writing is a social activity.



Writing communities support…

● motivation
● identity development
● collaboration
● risk-taking



Elements of 
Strong Writing 
Communities

Strong writing communities…
● Foster belonging and trust among 

writers
● Feature predictable routines and 

structure
● Honor each writer's’ voice
● Support both independence and 

collaboration



Teacher 
Spotlight



Aziza Basha

● 5th grade teacher at 
Cannaday Elementary in 
Mesquite, TX

● Pursuing Master’s in Literacy 
Leadership



Rachelle Higgins

● 4th grade teacher at Lakeside 
Elementary in Coppell, TX

● Master’s in Elementary 
Education from Old Dominion 
University



Teacher
Spotlight



Strategies for 
Building and 
Sustaining 

Communities of 
Young Writers



1. Make 
Writing 
Public



2. Protect Time 
for Open 
Writing



3. Encourage 
Collaborative 
Writing
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4. Value 
Playful and 
Non-academic 
Writing



Choose from a variety 
of categories to 
engage students!

Fluency & Fun
Quick Writes





Kids need a



Feedback 


